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29 must-see 
blockbuster movies
Elves, cops, superheroes and 
many more future legends of 
the box offi ce

Check your fl ights 1
The world’s best darts players 
are coming to the city for 
the Dubai Duty Free Darts 
Masters. Find out more
 
Check your fl ights 2
Going on holiday? We have 
25 fantastic summer escape 
ideas for you to try

Amjad Ali Khan
Hot seatSpotted

Online now
timeoutdubai.com

Every week! Just Dhs9
Should you require a special run of copies for an event, or 
have a query regarding one of our supplements or free gifts, 
email theweek@timeoutdubai.com, or call 04 444 3000.

A surprisingly 
relaxed 
Mel Gibson 
enjoying dinner 
and drinks 
with friends at 
slick Japanese 

hangout Zuma in DIFC and 
admiring the view from the 
Burj Khalifa. Filipino actress, 
model, singer and host of 
The X Factor Philippines KC 
Concepcion at Al Qasr hotel, 
The Dubai Mall and Wild Wadi.

Most viewed this week

125 things to do this week

212 outdoor restaurants   

344 great Dubai secrets

4Florence at Sandance

525 summer holiday ideas

Hi Amjad, where are 
you today?
I’m at home in Delhi. I spend 
half my time here and half my 
time in New York – which is 
beautiful and exciting. New 
York is the capital of the 
world. Where is Time Out from?
It started in London. 
I had the honour of meeting 
[the UK’s] Princess Diana, 
it was amazing, she was 
so gracious, so beautiful. 
Later Prince Charles invited 
me to Highgrove House 
and Sandringham Palace to 
perform. He’s a very emotional 
person, and he liked my sarod.
How was the late Princess?
I met her in Delhi on her first 
and only visit to India. There 
was a dinner with the Prime 
Minister [at the time], so many 
celebrations everywhere, and 
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suddenly me and my wife 
received an invitation – it was 
only meant for 20 people. The 
Prime Minister gave so much 
respect to me he made me sit 
right in front of her. 

How was the dinner?
There was a big talk because 
Diana was cold – it was 
outdoors in February and she 
was shivering. Fortunately I 
was carrying a shawl from my 
forefathers. I felt hesitant, but 
finally I got up and gave her 
the shawl – a kashmiri shawl 
that was 400 years old.

Did she keep it?
As she was leaving she wanted 
to return it, but I persuaded 
her to keep it. We Indians, 
especially musicians, once we 
give something to somebody 
we don’t want to take it back. 
The Dalai Lama is also a fan 
of yours. Why do you think 
your music attracts so many 
important people?
I often say there are two 
parallel worlds in the universe; 
one is of sound, the other of 
words. In our country we say 
sound is like God. In every 
religion there is sound. You 
have the call to prayer in 
Dubai – isn’t it beautiful? 
It is.
There’s nothing to understand 
in sound – with sound you 
can’t lie, can’t manipulate, 
if I am out of tune people 
will realise. So my life is so 
transparent. I thank God I live 
in the world of sound. Music is 
food for the soul.
How so?
Today we have achieved 
so much as mankind, in 
technology we’re at our highest 
[point], but in music you have 
12 notes. These 12 notes 
were realised 5,000 years ago, 
and today all over the world we 
use the same 12 notes. No 
one can create a 13th.
True. In Dubai, you’ll be 
performing alongside your two 
sons Amaan and Ayaan, who 
also both play the sarod.
It’s very rare for us to perform 
together, but we have a special 
place for Dubai. The whole 
world comes to live in Dubai, 
and because there is such a 
cosmopolitan audience from 
all corners of the world, it’s 
a beautiful and very inspiring 
audience to play for.
Amjad performs at Madinat 
Theatre on Tuesday May 28 
www.timeouttickets.com

I gave Princess 
Diana a 400-year-
old kashmiri shawl

Regarded as one of India’s greatest living classical musicians, the 67-year-old 
sarod master chats philosophy and Princess Diana with Rob Garratt


