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Former English 
footballer 
Trevor Sinclair 
(left) at the 
Yacht Club in 
Dubai Marina. 
US hip-hoppers 
Jay-Z and Kanye 

West performing at a private 
16th birthday party in Dubai, 
just after Christmas – earning 
an alleged US$6m. Made In 
Chelsea man-around-town Hugo 
Taylor enjoying a new-year 
break in the sunshine (anything 
to do with ex-girlfriend Millie 
Mackintosh’s recent visit?) 
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3101 clubbers of the year

425 best things we’ve eaten 
this year

5Barasti Christmas pictures

This is your third visit to Dubai. 
What do you remember most 
about the city?
Last time we got trapped here 
by a volcanic dust storm and 
ended up having a mini-holiday 
at the water park. It was very 
good. I have a friend here with 
a young son, so I suppose I got 
to see a bit more of Dubai. 
Don’t you get sick of working 
on New Year’s Eve?
I’ve defi nitely realised it’s better 
to work on New Year’s Eve than 
go out. A couple of years ago 
I decided to have the night 
off and I ended up out among 
the emotional break-ups and 
in the cold. It’s one of those 
times where the emotional 
uncertainty comes to the fore; 
you start looking back and a lot 
of people have a little wobble.
What was your worst NYE?
When I was a student, I went 
to a friend’s party and one of 
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my friends said, ‘I always get 
really emotional on New Year’s 
Eve’. We all laughed. It was 
just around midnight when we 
heard shrill screaming – she 
was trying to pull herself out of 
the window on the fourth fl oor. 
I bumped into her recently and 

she’s now doing counselling – 
it’s probably a good job for her.
You’re on the bill with Brit 
trance group Above & Beyond. 
What do you make of them?
Who? I don’t know who they 
are. Number fi ve, according to 
DJ Magazine? Well, that’s just 

people who read DJ Mag. They 
don’t feature in the UK.
Dance has been mainstream 
for decades now. Where do you 
see electronic music going?
I was hoping in the future we’d 
all be wearing all-in-one body 
suits and dancing in holograms 
with scented air that would 
make you feel different 
emotions. Now kids in London 
are listening to ’30s music 
or ’50s rockabilly – anything 
before pop music. Electronic 
music can suffer sometimes – 
it feels as though it’s been 
made by architects and 
corporate entertainers. 
What about the future of 
Basement Jaxx?
Hopefully we’ll always be going 
in different directions, forwards 
and backwards and swirling 
in a straight line. We’re going 
into the studio when we get 
home and Dubai is the last 
point of this guise. This might 
be the last Basement Jaxx 
album, then maybe a Hawaiian 
adventure and a virtual fi lm 
in another dimension. I 
don’t know if they’re serious 
suggestions – any idea is 
worth looking at, to do 
something fresh and different. 
The time of pop music is 
coming to a close. 
You sound happy with that.
Absolutely. I believe in 2012 
there will be big changes, 
I believe we’re going into a 
higher consciousness. It’s 
exciting, I think we need 
change. Do we all want to be 
in plastic jobs in plastic offi ces 
going to the new trendy bar? 
We’ve been looking for the 
wrong things. As human beings 
we need something a bit more 
beautiful to look for, and I 
believe that it’s coming.
For our review of Basement 
Jaxx at Sandance, see 
www.timeoutdubai.com

‘Dubai is the last 
point – this might be 
the last Basement 
Jaxx album’
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As the Brit dance band prepared to headline Sandance on NYE, Rob Garratt 
met one half of the duo to discover whether pop music really is dead

Felix (left) with 
bandmate Simon Ratcliffe


