
Time Out’s 2011 Festive Fun 
guide, including:

Make last-minute plans!
50 New Year’s Eve parties 

See in the new year with 
dining decadence
100 New Year feasts in Dubai

Make the most of the 
school holiday
Great family activities in town

Christmas party pictures
Festive folk get into the spirit

Boy George
Hot seatSpotted

Online now
timeoutdubai.com

Every week! Just Dhs7
Pick up your weekly copy of Time Out from all good 
retailers. Should you require a special run of copies 
for an event, contact us on 04 444 3559. 

Made in 
Chelsea 
star Millie 
Mackintosh 
(left) enjoying 
drinks at the 
One&Only 
Royal Mirage 

before the strawberry-blonde 
socialite tweeted that she 
was struggling to keep up. 
‘Third night out in Dubai and 
seriously fading. They know 
how to party.’ After popping 
into the Mahiki launch, she 
enjoyed some downtime 
surfi ng with Surf Dubai. 
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1 50 Christmas feasts

2Mahiki grand opening

3Dubai’s best Christmas trees

450 NYE parties in Dubai

5Order Christmas food now!

After 13 years, why are you 
getting back together now?
It’s our 30th anniversary – 
I knew it was coming up and 
thought we should meet up for 
a dinner or something. It was 
me who instigated this whole 
thing. Everyone was quite 
surprised when I approached 
them, but now I feel like I’m 
ready for it. I miss being in a 
band; collectively we can do 
more and there’s something 
very special about Culture Club.
The band is very dear to 
people…
It’s very dear to us, but it wasn’t 
always. When we fi rst started 
we couldn’t get arrested, but 
then it went completely out of 
control. I didn’t have time to 
think about what I was doing – 
you kind of lose yourself. Now 
the music is the important 
thing; when I got really famous 
it became a side issue.
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What’s changed since 2006, 
when you turned down the 
last reunion?
So much. My personal attitude 
to everything has changed since 
then. I’ve realised how lucky I 
am that I can make a living out 
of what I love. The band was a 

huge part of my life, and in the 
past I didn’t take that seriously. 
It’s my chance to readdress that. 
It must be a physical strain 
to keep up with the Boy 
George of the ’80s.
I bet I’m fi tter than you, and I’m 
50! It’s what I do; I DJ clubs 
until 4am and then dance 
the night away. I have a lot of 

stamina. I don’t drink, smoke 
or do substances any more.
How long have you been sober?
On March 2, 2012 it will be 
four years. 
What convinced you to make 
those changes?
I’ve got a lot of work to do. All 
that stuff slows you down, gets 
in your way; for me it’s the best 
decision I ever made. I’m a 
singer and I have asthma, so 
smoking is silly. I’m not getting 
any younger and you have to 
take more care of yourself.
What went wrong?
There have been times in my 
life where the drama has taken 
over – now I try to enjoy what 
I do. I think personally you have 
a choice about how you react 
to anything in your life. When 
I was younger I didn’t have an 
off button. I lived my life like 
a lunatic until four years ago. 
How do you stay on top 
of things?
I belong to Narcotics Anonymous 
and I go to meetings regularly. 
No one makes me go – it’s 
about taking responsibility for 
your own life.
We understand you put yourself 
forward for the fi nal series of 
the UK’s Celebrity Big Brother, 
but they turned you down.  
I was asked to do it, as I was 
every year. I was interested 
to see how much they would 
offer me; if you’re going to do 
something like that it’s only for 
the money. I’d have to be paid 
something ridiculous because 
the danger of those shows is 
that really interesting people 
are made to look really dull.
Is that a fear of yours – to 
be no longer interesting to 
people?
I don’t think that would ever 
happen!
Culture Club play Dubai Tennis 
Stadium on December 29. 
www.timeouttickets.com

‘I lived my life 
like a lunatic until 
four years ago’
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Brit ’80s hitmakers Culture Club play their fi rst gig in 13 years this week at 
Dubai Tennis Stadium. Rob Garratt grilled fl amboyant frontman Boy George 


