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Czech tennis 
ace Tomas 
Berdych 
spending 
some quality 
time with 
the dolphins 

and his friend, Czech model 
Ester Satarova, at Atlantis 
The Palm. Kerry Katona at 
the Ahlan! Hot 100 party on 
Wednesday night, with short, 
platinum-blonde hair. Nicole 
Scherzinger on the decks at 
Cirque du Soir.
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Why is there such a renewed 
interest in the ’80s now?
It’s just fashion and trends; 
they go round and round. There 
was a resistance to the ’80s 
for a long, long time but where 
else are you going to go? 
People don’t want the future.
With 30 years’ history, who do 
you compare Duran Duran to?
I think U2 – their fi rst record 
predated us by about two 
years, but we were neck and 
neck in those days – in fact 
we were out in front. Culture 
Club? I don’t know how many 
records they’ve done in the last 
20 years. We’ve been pretty 
consistent; there’s a story that 
started in the ’80s and the 
bullet points continue. There 
are one or two albums no one 
cares about, but like Woody 
Allen movies they still keep 
getting produced.
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In 1997 you became the 
fourth person to quit – can’t 
have all been plain sailing?
Well, I think if you look at any 
business that would be hard 
to fi nd – look at the middle 

management in Time Out and 
tell me they haven’t changed 
in 30 years. The higher up you 
are in creative circles or money 
making the more the stress.
How was it working with Mark 
Ronson on your last album?
Mark’s amazing; he’s one of 
the loveliest, smartest, most 

generous guys I know. Working 
with him was great; it made us 
feel like we’re still cool.
How do you think the record 
he produced for you, All You 
Need is Now, ranks with your 
’80s work?
Ask me in 20 years, I’m only 
just coming to terms with our 
mid-’80s work.
You did the Bond theme for 
A View to a Kill, are the 
rumours you’re doing the next 
one for Skyfall true?
I think it’s very unlikely we’ll do 
the new one – Rihanna’s much 
more likely. But we’d love to, 
we talk about it all the time. 
You have a hit called 
‘Wild Boys’ – how wild were 
you boys?
Oh, it was wild, baby. It was 
out of control. It’s a 
tremendous amount of fame, 
success and cash – it’s a 
lot of stuff to process. I’m 
just grateful to still be alive. 
No regrets? You can’t have 
regrets. Regret is so tiring. 
You were once known as the 
‘prettiest boys in pop’.
We’re all vain and we’ve 
become a lot vainer; it’s 
hard to pass a mirror without 
thinking how much balder you 
are than in, say, 1985. You 
really have to take care of 
yourself – no one likes walking 
out on stage and feeling fat 
and out of shape. I’m no 
stranger to the gym and every 
morsel of food that goes near 
my mouth is considered. I use 
a lot of moisturiser and a lot of 
hair treatment for baldness.
What meant more; Lou Reed 
praising your cover of ‘Perfect 
Day’ or Princess Diana calling 
you her favourite band?
I’d have to say Lou Reed – 
he’s an artist.
Duran Duran play at The 
Sevens Stadium on Thursday 
March 8, www.timeouttickets.com

‘It was wild, baby, 
out of control – 
I’m just grateful 
to be alive’
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The 51-year-old bass player talks fame, fortune and Bond ahead of the 
UK band’s gig at The Sevens this week. Interview by Rob Garratt


