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World Cup 2014 Predictor
Scores of prizes including a 
PS4 up for grabs for guessing 
the right score of any match on 
our World Cup Predictor.

Closing parties!
Head online for all the newest 
and hottest last chance nights 
out of the season.

Summer sounds
Listen to our playlist picks of 
the most memorable songs 
celebrating summer.

Rahat Fateh Ali Khan
Hot seatSpotted

Online now
timeoutdubai.com

Every week! Just Dhs9
Should you require a special run of copies for an event, or 
have a query regarding one of our supplements or free gifts, 
email theweek@timeoutdubai.com, or call 04 444 3000.

US rapper, 
singer and 
actor Ja Rule 
partying with 
fans at #Selfi e 
Tuesday People 
by Crystal in 
Wafi . Dutch 
rapper-turned-

singer and the man behind 
hit track ‘Waves’, Mr Probz, 
snapping pics on Sheikh Zayed 
Road before his appearance at 
White Dubai.

Most viewed this week

1Where to watch the World 
Cup in Dubai

2        World Cup Predictor

3World Cup fi xture list – 
UAE times

4Ten Middle Eastern albums 
you really should hear

5 Jason Manford: The nicest 
man in comedy?

You played Abu Dhabi in April, 
Dubai in May, and now you’re 
here to globally launch your 
new album Back2Love, as well 
as the new MixRadio app. 
What keeps you coming back?
Everybody is spending time 
here, so why don’t I? [laughs] 
I like the weather, and my kids 
like Dubai so much. 
You’re one of the few Pakistani 
artists to crossover to an 
Indian audience. Why do you 
think this is?
Music has only one language, 
there is no boundary to 
understanding music. India 
and Pakistan – before 1947 
we were only one country, and 
that’s why my music and Indian 
music are similar. 
Your new album has a romantic 
theme and commercial sound. 
Aren’t you neglecting your 
esteemed heritage singing 
traditional Qawwali music?
For that kind of audience we 
are launching another album 
which is called Just Qawwali 
[coming out] in September or 
October, so we’re giving them 
that kind of stuff. 
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You started singing when you 
were three – at what age did 
you realise music was your 
calling for life?
At the age of six. 
And you fi rst performed live 
at the age of nine, alongside 
your uncle Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan. What was the greatest 
lesson he taught you?
He told me ‘don’t forget to 
practise – every day your vocal 
chords should be in work’. 
I learned that and also he 
said ‘keep listening to all the 

world’s music – they will [all] 
give you something’. 
Why do you think he chose 
you, at the age of three, to 
mentor throughout his life?
This is an unfortunate situation 
– because I am the only boy in 
the family, the pure family. So 
there’s no choice [laughs].

And that family name carries 
a great heritage. At what age 
did you fi rst feel comfortable 
with this responsibility?
A very good question – 2008.
You found fame globally with 
2003’s Rahat, produced by 
Rick Rubin, but you weren’t 
happy with the result, right?
I wasn’t happy with the result, 
not at all. I’m not this. I was 
very [young] and I didn’t realise 
which way to go.  
Would you like to do more 
work with Western artists?
Of course. I’m planning [to 
work] with Eddie Vedder and 
Pink Floyd’s Roger Waters’ son 
[pianist Harry Waters]... [on] 
upcoming projects.  
You worked with Eddie 
Vedder alongside your uncle 
on the Dead Man Walking 
soundtrack in 1995. What 
was he like?
A very humble person, very to 
the point. It is hard to connect 
[musically], but he has 
already connected with 
Nusrat’s music.
Still no chance of you 
branching out into acting?
No, I’m no actor. My mind can’t 
be changed.
Do you have any message for 
Time Out’s readers?
I appreciate your readers 
because they’re reading 
something really good – the 
interview was thorough and 
your questions interesting. 
And that depicts that you 
have really good readers – I 
appreciate you and your 
audience for that.  
Thanks for the kind words. In 
that case, we can expect you 
back in Dubai soon?
I want to live here [laughs]. I 
am joking, I love my country, 
and I want to live there. But I 
will be coming to Dubai in the 
last part of the year. 
Back2Love is out now.

‘Music has only one 
language – there 
is no boundary’

The nephew of the legendary Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Pakistani national treasure 
and Bollywood hitmaker speaks to Rob Garratt at the launch of his latest album


